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PROJECT ENTERPRISE CELEBRATES THE ENTREPRENEURIAL DREAM AT SIXTH ANNUAL 
CHARLES B. BENENSON ENTRPRENEUR AWARDS  

 
New York, NY – On October 15, 2009, over 225 entrepreneurs, donors and guests braved the rain and helped celebrate 
two of New York City’s most ingenious and tenacious entrepreneurs at the 6th Annual Charles B. Benenson Entrepreneur 
Awards.  The annual celebration was held at the Alhambra Ballroom in Harlem and featured many notable guests 
including event emcee CNBC’s host of “On the Money”, Carmen Wong Ulrich; State Senator Bill Perkins; Greater 
Harlem Chamber of Commerce President, Lloyd Williams; Harlem Community Development Corporation President, 
Curtis Archer; and honorees, Deborah Williams of Her Game 2 and George Williams of Ujamaa Communications. 
 
The first award of the evening was presented to George Williams – this year’s recipient of the Charles B. Benenson 
Entrepreneur Award.  The coveted award is named for real estate entrepreneur Charles B. Benenson (1913-2004).  
George has been a member of Project Enterprise (PE) since 2002.  After losing his contract with a large corporation, 
George decided to turn his computer expertise into a stable business.  He started consulting with small businesses in 
Harlem while working other jobs.  Through his work with PE, he was able to develop a marketing strategy and began 
networking to build his client base.  George was able to open his doors in 2007 after accessing his first microloan in 2006 
to renovate a storefront.  Since opening the store, sales have increased exponentially.  He has been able to offer expanded 
services, hire two staff members, and has planned additional space in the store for internet access for the community. 
 
By winning the Charles B. Benenson Entrepreneur Award, George was awarded $20,000 in free radio advertising on 
urban radio stations, WBLS, WLIB courtesy of WBLS and $5,000 in print advertising in the Harlem News, courtesy of 
The Harlem News Group, and a $1,000 cash prize from Benenson Capital Partners. 
 
“What I love about Project Enterprise is that I get an instant team for my business,” says Williams.  “It’s like going to the 
gym; you want to work out with like minded people who can support you.  And being in Project Enterprise provides that 
support for entrepreneurs.”   
 
Also honored was entrepreneur Deborah Williams, of Her Game 2.  Deborah was honored with the Project Enterprise 
Inspiration Award, which is given to an entrepreneur that serves as a model of success for Project Enterprise members.  
Her Game 2 is an active lifestyle apparel brand that also includes productions and model management.  Deborah has 
been a staple in the Harlem community, working with the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce annually to produce 
the Harlem Week fashion shows.  Lloyd Williams, President of the Greater Harlem Chamber of Commerce presented the 
award.   
 
Each year, Project Enterprise hosts this gala to honor the diligence and perseverance of one of its members, as well as the 
life-long success of a well-known entrepreneur in the New York community.  Business owners seek PE’s resources at 
various stages of their business to obtain help in the form of financing, leadership training or business building support.   
 
For more information on the honorees, the Charles B. Benenson Awards or Project Enterprise, visit 
www.projectenterprise.org.  

### 
 
ABOUT PROJECT ENTERPRISE: Project Enterprise is an organization that supports and develops entrepreneurs and small businesses in 
under-resourced communities in New York City.  By providing access to business loans, business development services and networking 
opportunities, PE helps entrepreneurs   increase their standard of living, create jobs for their communities, and build financial assets.  
 
ABOUT CHARLES B. BENENSON:, A lifelong real estate entrepreneur and prominent philanthropist, Charles B. Benenson enjoyed an 
illustrious career amassing an impressive portfolio of buildings throughout New York City and across the United States.  As an entrepreneur, 
Benenson was known for his robust imagination and his exceptional ability to make all his ideas come to life.  He was responsible for the 
building and renovation of more than 200 properties, including the World Bank building in Washington D.C and the Cross County Shopping 
Center in Yonkers.   
 


